
Superintendent’s Project Challenge 
Funded by LAPS Foundation 

 

Frequently Asked Questions  
 
Can a student submit more than one entry? Yes. Entries not selected at one award date will remain in the 
pool for subsequent award dates and do not need to be resubmitted.  
 
What are the deadline for submitting projects? Wednesday, April 15th, Wednesday, April 29th, Wednesday, 
May 13th, Wednesday, May 27th.  A project can be submitted anytime up to and including May 27th, but 
needs to be submitted by each deadline to be considered for the award date following the deadline. 
 
What are the award dates? April 17th, May 1st, May 15th, May 29th   
 
Does a student have to attend one of the Los Alamos Public Schools? Yes, LAPS Foundation’s mission 
supports students of Los Alamos Public Schools. If a student is home-schooled and taking classes at LAPS they 
are considered a LAPS student. Youth who are involved with LAPS ONLY through clubs or athletics and not 
taking LAPS classes are not eligible.  
 
What are the size/length/etc. requirements for projects?  
 

Visual art (paintings, murals, cartoons, etc.): No size requirement but since entries will be by 
photograph, it’s important to indicate the size on the entry form. For example, the judges need to 
know that it is a photo of a 10 foot by 20 foot mural rather than an 8 inch by 10 inch drawing.  
 
Videos: The suggested length is not exceeding 5 minutes.  It can be longer (we don’t want to limit 
creativity), but the committee may not be able to view all of it if it’s very long so keep that in mind.  
 
3-dimensional models: any size but, again, the dimensions are important so they should be noted on 
the entry form. Also, photographs of 3-dimensional models should be taken from more than one angle 
and should show sufficient detail to allow judges to determine the quality of workmanship.  
 
Music or voice recordings: The suggested length is not exceeding 5 minutes.  It can be longer (we don’t 
want to limit creativity), but the committee may not be able to view all of it if it’s very long so keep 
that in mind.  

 
Essays: Up to 500 words. Please use 12 font.  
 
All printed material should be submitted as a PDF.  

 
Can a song (not original by the student) be sung and submitted? Also a speech?  
Yes, but since copyright laws apply, the submission will not be able to be published on LAPS or LAPSF websites 
or on Facebook. This is also true of a song parody (using the music but changing the words). This is also true 
for performing a speech someone else wrote. But they can be submitted and will be considered for awards.  
 
If an entry is put on LAPS or LAPSF website or Facebook, does that mean the entry is a winner?  Not 
necessarily.  The website may include projects still being considered for prizes too.  



 
Can a student (or parent) say the entry is not to be place on the websites or facebook? Yes, but we hope to 
be able to share many of the entries so that others can see them.  
 
How is the student identified if used on the website or facebook? By FIRST name, grade and school. This is 
also true for those entries that are awarded prizes. No other identifying information will be shared with 
outside sources.  
 
Can the Foundation reject entries? Why would they? Yes, they can and will reject any entries that are 
disrespectful, demeaning, racist, inappropriate or unacceptable in regard to school policies.  
 
Does that mean an essay, cartoon, etc., can’t be critical? No, a critical essay would be acceptable (perhaps 
even encouraged) if it remains factual and respectful. That would also be true of a cartoon or piece of art.  
 
When and how are winners notified? There are four award dates. Student winners will receive a letter and 
check in the mail roughly one week after the award date. Winners may show up on the websites or facebook 
before letters are received.  
 
Will there always be a winner at each of the four time periods in each category? That is our intention. If 
there are no entries in a category or none chosen by the judges, awards will be moved to a later date and/or 
another category.  
 
Who is doing the judging? A committee including LAPS Foundation Board members and LAPS staff will select 
the projects to receive prizes. There may be different judges for a category for the four different time periods.  
 
I tried to submit my project on the website but wasn’t able to.  What should I do?  You can email your 
project to j.mccumber@laschools.net. 
 
If there are more questions, whom should we contact and how? Jenny McCumber, Executive Director of the 
Los Alamos Public Schools Foundation by email at j.mcumber@lachools.net or phone at 500-6501.  
 
If we’d like to contribute to this project of the LAPS Foundation or other projects and scholarships LAPS 
Foundation supports, what’s the process? Check out our website at LAPSFoundation.com There’s a handy 
“donate” button. If your donation is specifically for this project, please email Jenny giving her that information. 
Any donations received that are designated for awards will be used only for student awards.  


